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          Corona in Amsterdam - an Experience From a 24-year Old
                  
          I suddenly find myself going on strolls through the park with friends,  doing board games at home, or talking to my neighbours almost every morning from our balconies. It’s a weird situation. But thankfully for me, not necessarily a bad situation.
 Netherlands, Western Europe 
          

          
          Story by Joost Backer 

          Published on April 8, 2020. 
          Reading time: 4 minutes 
This story is also available in  [image: it] 
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        In the first weeks of late-Jan, February, it was still far away. It’s ironic to think back of the disbelief me and my friends voiced to each other when the Chinese city of Wuhan, the first acknowledged epicenter of the Corona virus, was locked down completely.

Because then cases emerged in Iran, and then in Italy. And a few days later, the first Corona patients appeared in the Netherlands. Here the spread was accelerated (as far as we know) due to people massively going on skiing holidays in Italy, and the carnaval in our the Dutch province of Brabant, where a lot of people dress up to gather, drink beer and party together – the perfect place for a virus to spread. And now suddenly, we ourselves are in lockdown.

Since mid-March, all bars, restaurants and public spaces are closed. Except for supermarkets and food supply stores. We need to keep 1.5 meters distance (boy, for the rest of my life I will associate this number with Corona…). We can only go outside with 2 people in total, facing a fine of EUR 400 (which the police is ready to write out). On the beaches the police use drones, yes: DRONES, to vigilate if people are keeping their distance. 

Amidst these turbulent times, I feel lucky enough to be doing quite well actually. Suddenly I find myself going on strolls through the park with friends (instead of going for a beer), doing board games at home (instead of going for a beer), or talking to my neighbours almost every morning from our balconies (instead of going for a.. no, I don’t do that in the mornings). It’s not necessarily better, but it’s different.

The government policy is not to fully control and lock down everything: but to pursue ‘controlled infection’ in which people will get sick, and thus also get immune, and we do not reach the ‘steep curve’ which everyone is so afraid of. The argument is that if we would lock ourselves up completely and not get sick, nobody would become resistant and in a few month’s time the virus could strike again.

We have in total 2,400 Intensive Care beds available for Corona patients. As of April 8th, 1,400 of these beds are occupied and  2,200 people have died.

In the Netherlands there is not really a way to be sure if you have (or have had) the Corona virus. We are not tested for it, whereas this is happening in so many other countries. The reason is that there simply are not enough tests available.

Other than that I’m working from home everday now. I work as a sustainability consultant, and although I prefer working at the office MUCH MORE, I’m actually spending more time outside than if I had been in the office. I’m quite surprised that I also stick to the 1.5 meter rules quite faithfully. A reason might be the rather strange ‘dual nature’ of these Corona measures: keeping a distance is not only in my own interest of not getting sick; it’s also my responsibility not to get others sick. Corona seems to trigger both egoism and altruism.

It’s a weird situation. And I realize it must be a very difficult situation for many people. But thankfully for me, it's not necessarily a bad situation.



              
            
 

            
                      
              How does this story make you feel?
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              Follow-up
 
              
                  
                    Do you have any questions after reading this story? Do you want to follow-up on what you've just read?
                    Get in touch with our team to learn more! Send an email to  [email protected].
                  

                            
 
            

            
                      
              Talk about this Story
 

              Please enable cookies to view the comments powered by Disqus.

              
                Please enable JavaScript to view the 
                
                  comments powered by Disqus.
                
              


            

            

            
            
              

                
                
                  Share your story

                  
Every story we share is another perspective on a complex topic like migration, gender and sexuality or liberation. We believe that these personal stories are important to better understand what's going on in our globalised society - and to better understand each other. That's because we are convinced that the more we understand about each other, the easier it will be for us to really talk to one another, to get closer - and to maybe find solutions for the issues that affect us all. 

                  Do you want to share your story? Then have a look here for more info.

                  Share Your Story

                


              

            
            
      
            
            
              Subscribe to our Monthly Newsletter

                Stay up to date with new stories on Correspondents of the World by subscribing to our monthly newsletter:
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          Joost Backer

          
Hey there! I'm Joost, 24 years old, from Amsterdam, Holland. What excites me? Creating songs at the piano. Going outside and play football. Reading (philosophical) novels. And above all: Getting inspired by other people's stories. By YOUR story. 

Having studied Political Economy and a bit of Anthropology, focused on Latin America, I now work as a sustainability consultant at NewForesight. 
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      > South Korea
      
      Chronicles of an ICU Nurse during Covid-19: The Psychological Impact

              
        A story by Lee Jayoung 

   4 min 
      
                          
      
        Since last summer, I have been taking care of Covid-19 patients in need of intensive care. Here is my story about what it is like to work as a nurse during this pandemic. Read more...
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      > India
      
      The Spirit of Goodness During COVID Times

              
        A story by Charu Thukral 

   5 min 
      
                          
      
        When I was diagnosed with chicken pox, all I wanted was to be home with my family, 1300 kilometers away. Read more...
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      > Uganda
      
      Home for Corona: An Afropean View of COVID-19

              
        A story by Anna Adima 

   4 min 
      
                          
      
        As an ‘Afropean’, I see COVID-19 has brought social inequalities to the forefront; I am reminded again of the privileges and disadvantages I experience in my homes.   Read more...
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  Get involved

    At Correspondents of the World, we want to contribute to a better understanding of one another in a world that seems to get smaller by the day - but somehow neglects to bring people closer together as well. We think that one of the most frequent reasons for misunderstanding and unnecessarily heated debates is that we don't really understand how each of us is affected differently by global issues.
    

     Our aim is to change that with every personal story we share. 

    Share Your Story







  Community Worldwide

     Correspondents of the World is not just this website, but also a great community of people from all over the world. While face-to-face meetings are difficult at the moment, our  Facebook Community Group  is THE place to be to meet other people invested in Correspondents of the World. We are currently running a series of online-tea talks to get to know each other better.
 
    Join Our Community
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        > South Korea
      
            Corona Tidings from Seoul

                    
              A story by Veronica Burgstaller 

           3 min  English Audio available
            
                              
            
            South Korean wear masks because of the high-pollution levels, when they have a cold, or for the simple vain reason to hide their swollen faces after a beauty surgery.
Then one day came the news of a novel virus breaking out in Wuhan, China. The unexpected seriousness of this virus only hit me, when I looked for a mask but none could be found. 

          
             Read more...
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        > Italy
      
            Corona in Italy - A Dystopia? 

                    
              A story by Sati Nunziati 

           4 min 
            
                              
            
            I’m conscious that not every person is responding in the same way, fear is a side symptom of this virus, and locking down a whole country will contribute to exposing its weakness. Hearing the news from all over the world now, makes me believe that we really and truly are a global community and society facing up the same difficulties. 
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          Or read it in  [image: br]  [image: it] 
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        > Germany
      
            COVID-19 And the Discussion it Brings

                    
              A story by Mira Kinn 

           4 min  English Audio available
            
                              
            
            Apparently there are differences in the preferences country-wise of “hamstering”, a verb that has become most prominent these days, describing the built-up stock of commodities, food, and beverages. Rumour has it, that France is now short on condoms and wine for example, whereas in Germany it is definitely pasta and…wait for it…toilet paper. I am not sure what this tells about the different mentalities but let it be open to imagination.
          
             Read more...

          Or read it in  [image: it]  [image: tr] 
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        > Hong Kong
      
            To Wear a Mask or Not

                    
              A story by Kate Tang 

           4 min  English Audio available
            
                              
            
            If your country does not promote wearing masks as a public safety protocol, I feel okay about it and respect that. But why the choice of wearing one is not respected? We are now in the fourth month dealing with the virus. More and more people are starting to understand that Coronavirus is not just common flu.
          
             Read more...

          Or read it in  [image: it] 
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        > Austria
      
            Same Same but Different

                    
              A story by Julia Schmidbaur 

           4 min 
            
                              
            
            My generation of Austrians has never experienced truly „rough times“. Of course, we heard from our grandparents about the Second World War, about a time when Austria had to build itself up from scratch. But those were stories.
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          Or read it in  [image: it] 

        

      

    

        
    
  
           
      
        
          
         
           
          
            
               
              
              
    
              [image: Pia Dannhauer]

            
          

          Coronavirus
          
        
        


        > Australia
      
            Stuck Down Under 

                    
              A story by Pia Dannhauer 

           3 min 
            
                              
            
            Since I am not able to go to my office anymore or access any libraries, we even send each other books, basically setting up our own loan system while libraries remain closed
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          Or read it in  [image: it] 
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        Global Issues Through Local Eyes

        We are Correspondents of the World, an online platform where people from all over the world share their personal stories in relation to global development. We try to collect stories from people of all ages and genders, people with different social and religious backgrounds and people with all kinds of political opinions in order to get a fuller picture of what is going on behind the big news.

          

            
            
              
              Our Correspondents

              At Correspondents of the World we invite everyone to share their own story. This means we don't have professional writers or skilled interviewers. We believe that this approach offers a whole new perspective on topics we normally only read about in the news - if at all. If you would like to share your story, you can find more info here.

Share Your Story
            


            
            
              
              Our Editors

              We acknowledge that the stories we collect will necessarily be biased. But so is news. Believing in the power of the narrative, our growing team of awesome editors helps correspondents to make sure that their story is strictly about their personal experience - and let that speak for itself.

Become an Editor
            

          

      

    

  



  

    
    
      Vision

      At Correspondents of the World, we want to contribute to a better understanding of one another in a world that seems to get smaller by the day - but somehow neglects to bring people closer together as well. We think that one of the most frequent reasons for misunderstanding and unnecessarily heated debates is that we don't really understand how each of us is affected differently by global issues.

Our aim is to change that with every personal story we share.

View Our Full Vision & Mission Statement
    


  




  

    
    
      Topics

      We believe in quality over quantity. To give ourselves a focus, we started out to collect personal stories that relate to our correspondents' experiences with six different global topics. However, these topics were selected to increase the likelihood that the stories of different correspondents will cover the same issues and therefore illuminate these issues from different perspectives - and not to exclude any stories. If you have a personal story relating to a global issue that's not covered by our topics, please still reach out to us! We definitely have some blind spots and are happy to revise our focus and introduce new topics at any point in time. 
    


    

      
      
        
          
            
               
            

          
          Environment

          Discussions about the environment often center on grim, impersonal figures. Among the numbers and warnings, it is easy to forget that all of these statistics actually also affect us - in very different ways. We believe that in order to understand the immensity of environmental topics and global climate change, we need the personal stories of our correspondents.
        

      


      
      
        
          
            
              
            

          
          Gender and Sexuality

          Gender is the assumption of a "normal". Unmet expectations of what is normal are a world-wide cause for violence. We hope that the stories of our correspondents will help us to better understand the effects of global developments related to gender and sexuality, and to reveal outdated concepts that have been reinforced for centuries.
        

      


      
      
        
          
            
               
            

          
          Migration

          Our correspondents write about migration because it is a deeply personal topic that is often dehumanized. People quickly become foreigners, refugees - a "they". But: we have always been migrating, and we always will. For millions of different reasons. By sharing personal stories about migration, we hope to re-humanize this global topic.
        

      


      
      
        
          
            
               
            

          
          Liberation

          We want to support the demand for justice by spotlighting the personal stories of people who seek liberation in all its different forms. Our correspondents share their individual experiences in creating equality. We hope that for some this will be an encouragement to continue their own struggle against inequality and oppression - and for some an encouragement to get involved.
        

      


       
      
        
          
             
              
            

          
          Education

          Education is the newest addition to our themes. We believe that education, not only formal but also informal, is one of the core aspects of just and equal society as well as social change. Our correspondents share their experiences and confrontations about educational inequalities, accessibility issues and influence of societal norms and structures. 
        

      


      
      
        
          
            
               
            

          
          Corona Virus

          2020 is a year different from others before - not least because of the Corona pandemic. The worldwide spread of a highly contagious virus is something that affects all of us in very different ways. To get a better picture of how the pandemic's plethora of explicit and implicit consequences influences our everyday life, we share lockdown stories from correspondents all over the world.
        

      


    


  



      

  

    
    
      Growing Fast

      Although we started just over a year ago, Correspondents of the World has a quickly growing community of correspondents - and a dedicated team of editors, translators and country managers.
    


    

      
        94
        Correspondents

      


      
        112
        Stories

      


      
        56
        Countries

      


      
        433
        Translations

      

    


  




  

    
    
      Contact

      Correspondents of the World is as much a community as an online platform. Please feel free to contact us for whatever reason!
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              [email protected]
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              Message on WhatsApp
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              Joost: +31 6 30273938
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            Get our monthly newsletter with news, recent stories and upcoming activities. You can opt out at any time.
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